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Preface 

With this volume we would like to honour our mentor and friend – Professor 
Rafał Molencki on his sixtieth birthday. Born in Gliwice, on 23 October 1957, 
Rafał Molencki has tied his career within linguistics to Katowice and Sosnowiec, 
that is, two cities where the Faculty of Philology of the University of Silesia 
is based. Rafał Molencki received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1988 
from the University of Silesia based on a dissertation entitled Complementation 
in Old English. The book A history of English counterfactuals was the basis 
for achieving the title of Doctor of Letters in English Linguistics (habilitation). 
Upon publishing the book Causal conjunctions in mediaeval English. A corpus-
based study of grammaticalization in 2012, Rafał was granted the title Professor 
of Humanities by the President of Poland.

Professor Rafał Molencki’s work, as he frequently admits, has been in-
fluenced by eminent scholars, such as the late Professor Kazimierz Polański 
(Jagiellonian University in Kraków, University of Silesia), who was Rafał 
Molencki’s first teacher of linguistics, the late Professor Ruta Nagucka 
(Jagiellonian University in Kraków), who was a supervisor of his PhD disser-
tation, and Professor Emerita Elizabeth Closs Traugott (Stanford University), 
who was his host and advisor when he was a visiting researcher at the Stanford 
University after being awarded the Fulbright Advanced Research Grant by the 
Polish-American Fulbright Foundation.

Rafał Molencki’s earliest linguistic research was set within the generative 
framework. In his important work at that time (Molencki 1991) he offered an 
analysis of verbal complement options in Old English. Afterwards his research 
took a functionalist bent which has been indelibly etched on his prolific lin-
guistic output ever since. This new inclination shines through in the next im-
portant work by Professor Molencki, that is, his take on the history of English 
counterfactual constructions (Molencki 1999). At the further stages of his career, 
we can see Rafał Molencki dividing his attention mostly between the history 
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of modal verbs (Molencki 2002, 2003, 2005) and that of adverbs and adverbial 
subordinators. His research at this stage has been driven by an interest in gram-
maticalization and manuscript studies (Molencki 2012). Professor Molencki’s 
profound influence is reflected in the number of distinguished scholars who 
have contributed to this volume.

His interests go far beyond English historical linguistics and they include 
Indo-European studies, early Germanic languages, Old Norse, Anglo-Norman, 
multilingualism in medieval England, manuscript studies, varieties of English, 
syntactic theories, contrastive studies and machine translation.

On top of being a researcher, Rafał Molencki has also, if not most of all, 
been a teacher and a lecturer. He has taught courses in linguistics which are, 
for obvious reasons, far too numerous and too variegated to mention here. He 
has been the supervisor of dozens of BA and MA theses and thirteen doctoral 
dissertations. The editors of this commemorative volume have each had the 
pleasure to be students of Rafał Molencki’s at one point in time.

Over the years, Professor Rafał Molencki has also held a number of ad-
ministrative positions at the Faculty, including that of Dean of the Faculty of 
Philology (2008–2016). He has also been active serving and shaping the aca-
demic community outside the University of Silesia itself. He is the Head of the 
Katowice Branch of the Polish Academy of Sciences and the Editor-in-Chief 
of Linguistica Silesiana.

We would also like to thank all the contributors to this volume, referees, 
and the Institute of English, University of Silesia.

Artur Kijak, Andrzej M. Łęcki, Jerzy Nykiel
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